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Introduction 

On 16 March 2023, the European Commission published the Proposal for a Regulation on 

establishing a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology 

products manufacturing ecosystem, otherwise known as the Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA). In 

order to provide an opportunity for all interested parties to make their views on this matter 

known, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment sought the views of 

stakeholders by means of a public consultation. The public consultation opened on 04th May 

and closed on 23rd May 2023. Stakeholders’ views have been assessed by DETE and will 

help inform the work to be undertaken by the Department in this area. The Department 

received thirteen responses from the following stakeholders:  

• Amber Research 

• American Chamber of Commerce 

• Cement Manufacturers Ireland 

• ClonBio Group Ltd 

• Cork Chamber of Commerce 

• DHL 

• Eyrefield Energy Ltd 

• Hydrogen Ireland 

• IBEC 

• Irish Bioenergy Association (IrBEA) 

• Mercury Renewables 

• RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd 

• Research Lecturer UCC 

We thank respondents for their views and the time taken to prepare a submission. 

Submissions received in response to the public consultation are reproduced in full below. 
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Original Public Consultation Paper 

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (DETE) is seeking the views of 

stakeholders on the Proposal for a Regulation on establishing a framework of measures for 

strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology products manufacturing ecosystem, otherwise 

known as the Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA), proposed by the European Commission on 16 

March 2023.  

Stakeholders are asked to submit written contributions on the proposal by 23 May 

2023. DETE will represent Ireland at negotiations on the Commission’s proposals over 

coming months and responses to the consultation will help inform the work to be undertaken 

by the Department in this area.  

Background 

The proposed draft Net-Zero Industry Act (NZIA) 1 aims to create a regulatory environment 

that will provide a framework for net-zero technologies and forms part of Pillar 1 of the Green 

Deal Industrial Plan for the Net-Zero Age.2 The NZIA is designed to support the scaling up of 

the EU's net-zero manufacturing capacities and products, helping to meet Europe's climate 

neutrality goals, create green jobs and maintain the EU’s competitiveness, especially in light 

of the US Inflation Reduction Act. The NZIA presents economic opportunities for Europe, 

where the global market for net-zero industry technologies is expected to reach an annual 

worth of around €600 billion a year by 2030.3 The increase in uptake of clean energy and 

net-zero technologies is essential in helping the EU achieve its Fit for 55 commitments. The 

NZIA will also complement ongoing efforts to transform industry under initiatives including 

the European Green Deal,4 the EU Industrial Strategy,5 and the Circular Economy Action 

Plan.6 

The proposed draft NZIA supports, eight strategic net-zero technologies that are 

commercially available or soon to enter the market and have significant potential for rapid 

scale-up to contribute to the EU’s decarbonisation targets:  

1. Solar photovoltaic and solar thermal technologies 

2. Onshore wind and offshore renewable technologies 

3. Batteries / storage technologies 

4. Heat pumps and geothermal energy technologies 

5. Electrolysers and fuel cells 

6. Sustainable biogas/biomethane technologies 

7. Carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies 

 
1 Net Zero Industry Act A framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero transition 
2 A Green Deal Industrial Plan for the Net Zero Age 
3 IEA Energy Technology Perspectives 2023  
4 European Green Deal  
5 European industrial strategy 
6 New circular economy action plan (CEAP) 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/net-zero-industry-act_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/41514677-9598-4d89-a572-abe21cb037f4_en
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-technology-perspectives-2023
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
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8. Grid technologies 

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment recommends readers to visit the 

European Commission website which provides further information on the proposal. The 

Commission’s Proposal and accompanying texts are available on the Commission’s website: 

• Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing 

a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology products 

manufacturing ecosystem (Net-Zero Industry Act) 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9446a7b1-0220-

4b7b-91d2-11b7e27b9278_en  

• Annex to Net-Zero Industry Act 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7c275bb7-6c8b-41c2-

8965-46bf60439651_en  

• Commission Staff Working Document on Investment needs assessment and funding 

availabilities to strengthen EU's Net-Zero technology manufacturing capacity 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/680f052a-fa6c-4f63-

a1ec-

c4866fa25a27_en?filename=SWD_2023_68_F1_STAFF_WORKING_PAPER_EN_V4_

P1_2629849.PDF  

• European Commission announcement on NZIA 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1665  

• Questions and Answers: The Net-Zero Industry Act 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_23_1666  

• Factsheet: Net Zero Industry Act 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/FS_23_1667  

• A Green Deal Industrial Plan for the Net-Zero Age 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/41514677-9598-4d89-a572-abe21cb037f4_en  

 

The European Commission has also launched a targeted stakeholder consultation available 

at Net Zero Industry Act (europa.eu). The Commission’s consultation will be open until 19 

May 2023. 

 
The NZIA Objectives  

The objective of the NZIA is to approach or reach, in aggregate, at least 40% of the annual 

deployment needs for strategic net-zero technologies manufactured in the EU by 2030. The 

NZIA aims to achieve this by: 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9446a7b1-0220-4b7b-91d2-11b7e27b9278_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9446a7b1-0220-4b7b-91d2-11b7e27b9278_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7c275bb7-6c8b-41c2-8965-46bf60439651_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7c275bb7-6c8b-41c2-8965-46bf60439651_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/680f052a-fa6c-4f63-a1ec-c4866fa25a27_en?filename=SWD_2023_68_F1_STAFF_WORKING_PAPER_EN_V4_P1_2629849.PDF
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/680f052a-fa6c-4f63-a1ec-c4866fa25a27_en?filename=SWD_2023_68_F1_STAFF_WORKING_PAPER_EN_V4_P1_2629849.PDF
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/680f052a-fa6c-4f63-a1ec-c4866fa25a27_en?filename=SWD_2023_68_F1_STAFF_WORKING_PAPER_EN_V4_P1_2629849.PDF
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/680f052a-fa6c-4f63-a1ec-c4866fa25a27_en?filename=SWD_2023_68_F1_STAFF_WORKING_PAPER_EN_V4_P1_2629849.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1665
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_23_1666
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/FS_23_1667
https://commission.europa.eu/document/41514677-9598-4d89-a572-abe21cb037f4_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13791-Net-Zero-Industry-Act_en
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• Establishing the conditions for scaling up the manufacturing capacity. 

• Supporting the 2030 decarbonisation targets and ensuring the security of supply. 

• Setting harmonised rules for the installation of manufacturing capacity. 

• Creating a regulatory environment that simplifies and fast-tracks permitting for new net-

zero technology products production sites. 

• Increasing resilience, ensuring the security of the energy supply, promoting energy 

efficiency, and developing new and renewable forms of energy. 

 

The NZIA Structure 

The NZIA is built around seven pillars and we invite respondents to submit their views 

under each of these headings based on the content of each pillar.  

Pillar 1 - Setting enabling conditions 

The NZIA proposes to improve conditions for investment in net-zero technologies by 

enhancing information, reducing the administrative burden of setting up projects 

and simplifying permit-granting processes, including establishing a single point of 

contact in Member States for permitting.7  

The NZIA proposes prioritising Net-Zero Strategic projects deemed essential for 

reinforcing the resilience and competitiveness of EU industry.  Such projects can be 

proposed by stakeholders and will be selected by the Member States concerned based on 

their contribution to increasing the manufacturing capacity of (components of) net-zero 

technologies, where the EU depends heavily on imports from a single third country or based 

on their contribution to the competitiveness of the EU's net-zero industry supply chain. The 

NZIA suggests that these Net-Zero Strategic Projects should be given ‘priority status,' at a 

national level to ensure rapid administrative treatment and should benefit from the fastest 

possible permitting processes, in line with national and EU laws. Net-Zero Strategic Projects 

may also be of overriding public interest. Promoters of net-zero strategic projects will also be 

able to benefit from financing advice stemming from the Net-Zero Europe Platform. In 

addition, these projects should also be given, if necessary, urgent treatment in all judicial 

and dispute resolution procedures. 

Pillar 2 - Accelerating CO2 capture 

The NZIA proposes an EU objective to reach an annual 50 million tonnes injection 

capacity in strategic CO2 storage sites in the EU by 2030, with proportional contributions 

from EU oil and gas producers. This would remove a significant barrier to developing 

 
7 The NZIA introduces time limits on the permit-granting processes for net-zero manufacturing 

projects related to their size and status. These are set out in Annex 3.  
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CO2 capture and storage as an economically viable climate solution, particularly for hard-to-

abate energy-intensive sectors. 

Pillar 3 - Facilitating access to markets 

To boost supply diversification for net-zero technologies, the NZIA would require public 

authorities to consider sustainability and resilience criteria for net-zero technologies in 

public procurement or auctions, as well as actions to support private demand.  

Pillar 4 - Enhancing skills 

The NZIA aims to ensure the availability of skilled workforce for the clean energy transition 

by supporting the establishment of Net-Zero Industry Academies, each focusing on a net-

zero technology to provide upskilling and reskilling programmes with the support and 

oversight by the Net-Zero Europe Platform (see point 6 below).  

Pillar 5 - Fostering innovation 

The NZIA would make it possible for Member States to set up regulatory sandboxes to test 

innovative net-zero technologies and stimulate innovation under flexible regulatory 

conditions for limited period of time. 

Pillar 6 - A Net-Zero Europe Platform 

This Platform would assist the Commission and Member States in coordinating action 

and exchanging information, including around Net-Zero Industrial Partnerships. The 

Commission and Member States will also work together to ensure the availability of data to 

monitor progress towards the objectives of the NZIA. The Net-Zero Europe Platform will 

support investment by identifying financial needs, bottlenecks, and best practices for 

projects across the EU. It will also foster contacts across Europe's net-zero sectors, making 

particular use of existing Industrial Alliances. The Platform will also play an important role in 

enhancing skills through monitoring the Net-Zero Academies and assessing the demand and 

supply of a workforce with the skill sets needed. 

Pillar 7 - Building Industrial Partnerships 

To pave the way for the adoption of net-zero technologies globally, the NZIA foresees that 

the EU may collaborate with like-minded countries and engage in Net-Zero Industrial 

Partnerships that will help to diversify trade and investments in net-zero technologies. 

Consultation Responses 

Stakeholder views are welcomed from interested parties, including manufacturing industry, 

the research community and beyond to end users. We ask that respondents structure their 

responses according to the seven pillars outlined above, responding to one or more of the 

pillars as appropriate. 

Views from stakeholders and interested parties on the proposed regulation are requested no 

later than noon on Tuesday 23 May 2023. Submissions should be marked “Net-Zero 
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Industry Act Consultation” and should be emailed to industrial.policy@enterprise.gov.ie. 

Further queries can also be made to industrial.policy@enterprise.gov.ie. 

 

Freedom of Information and Data Protection 

Freedom of Information Act 2014 and Publication of Submissions 

The Department will publish on its website all submissions received under this consultation. 

Your attention is also drawn to the fact that information provided by you in submissions is 

subject to release by the Department under the Freedom of Information Act 2014. In 

responding to this public consultation, all individuals and organisations should clearly 

indicate where their submission contains personal information, commercially sensitive 

information or confidential information which they would not wish to be made publicly 

available by being published on the Department’s website or released by the Department 

pursuant to the receipt of an FOI Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2014. It is 

also important to note that your name and address and other details such as your 

representative organisation or any other information that you provide in your submission will 

be published on the Department’s website unless you specifically request that such details 

are redacted or removed. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2018 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) entered into force in Ireland on 25th May 

2018 and provided individuals with additional rights and protections in relation to their 

personal data. Although the GDPR is directly applicable as a law in all EU Member States, it 

allows for certain issues to be given further effect in national law. In Ireland, the national law, 

which, amongst other things, gave further effect to the GDPR, was introduced on 24th May 

2018 and is known as the Data Protection Act 2018. 

 

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment is subject to the provisions of the 

GDPR and Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2018. In this context, the Department will treat all 

personal information which you provide in submissions as part of this public consultation 

process with the highest standards of security in line with our data protection compliance 

requirements. Finally, we would like to draw your attention to the Department's Data 

Protection Privacy Notice which is available on our website and explains how and when we 

collect personal data, why we do so and how we treat this information. It also explains your 

rights in relation to the collection of your personal information and how you can exercise your 

rights under data protection laws. 
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American Chamber of Commerce 
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Cement Manufactures Ireland 

 

Proposal for a regulation 

Article 16 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

An annual injection capacity of at least 50 
million tonnes of CO2 shall be achieved by 
2030, in storage sites located in the 
territory of the European Union, its 
exclusive economic zones or on its 
continental shelf within the meaning of 
the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS) and which are not 
combined with Enhanced Hydrocarbon 
Recovery (EHR). 

1. An annual injection capacity of at least 
50 million tonnes of CO2 shall be achieved 
by 2030, in storage sites located in the 
territory of the European Union, its 
exclusive economic zones or on its 
continental shelf within the meaning of 
the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS) and which are not 
combined with Enhanced Hydrocarbon 
Recovery (EHR). 

2. Every two year after the entry into 
force of the Regulation, the European 
Commission should report on the progress 
achieved towards the EU annual injection 
capacity target. The report should look in 
particular at the geographical balance of 
storage sites across the EU.  

3. By the 1st January 2026, and as part of 
its 2040 climate change target plan, the 
European Commission should propose a 
2040 annual injection capacity target.  

 

Justification 

European industrial sectors will require significant CO2 storage capacities as they 

decarbonise. As explained in the proposal’s explanatory memorandum, in the EU CCUS 

Forum, stakeholders have estimated a demand for annual storage services in the European 

Economic Area (EEA) to grow from a very low base to 80 million tonnes of CO2 in 2030 and 

to reach at least 300 million tonnes of CO2 in 2040.It is therefore crucial that the European 

Commission regularly report on the state of CO2 storage sites in the EU, whilst starting to 
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plan storage needs at a 2040 horizon. It is equally essential that the target results in a 

geographical balance of CO2 storage sites, to avoid a situation where industrial sectors in 

some EU regions would be left without any CO2 storage option.  

Proposal for a directive 

Article 3 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

(q) ‘CO2 injection capacity’ means the 
annual amount of CO2 that can be injected 
in an operational geological storage site, 
permitted under Directive 2009/31/EC, 
with the purpose to reduce emissions or 
increase carbon removals, in particular 
from large scale industrial installations and 
which is measured in tonnes per annum; 

(q) ‘CO2 injection capacity’ means the 
annual amount of CO2 that can be injected 
in an operational geological storage site, 
including saline aquifers, permitted under 
Directive 2009/31/EC, with the purpose to 
reduce emissions or increase carbon 
removals, in particular from large scale 
industrial installations and which is 
measured in tonnes per annum; 

Justification 

Alongside depleted oil and gas fields, saline aquifers offer a significant opportunity for CO2 

storage. It is important to clarify that they can contribute to reaching the CO2 injection 

capacity target.  

 

 

Article 17 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

Article 17 

Transparency of CO2 storage capacity data 

1. By 3 months from the entry into force of 
this Regulation, Member States shall: 

(a) make publicly available data on areas 
where CO2 storage sites can be permitted 
on their territory. 

 

Transparency of CO2 storage capacity data 

1. By 3 months from the entry into force of 
this Regulation, Member States shall: 

(a) make publicly available data on areas 
where CO2 storage sites can be permitted 
on their territory. 
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(b) oblige entities holding an authorisation 
as defined in Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council71 on their territory to make 
publicly available all geological data 
relating to production sites that have been 
decommissioned or whose 
decommissioning has been notified to the 
competent authority. 

(c) For the purposes of point (a), the data 
shall include at least the information 
requested in the Commission Notice on 
the Guidance to Member States for the 
update of the 2021-2030 National Energy 
and Climate Plans. 

2. By six months from the entry into force 
of this Regulation and each year 
thereafter, each Member State shall 
submit to the Commission a report 
describing: 

(a) CO2 capture projects in progress and 
an estimation of the corresponding needs 
for injection and storage capacities; 

(b) CO2 storage projects in progress on its 
territory, including the status of permitting 
under Directive 2009/31/EC, expected 
dates for Final Investment Decision (FID) 
and entry into operation; 

(c) the national support measures that 
could be adopted to prompt projects 
referred to in points (a) and (b). 

 
 

(b) oblige entities holding an authorisation 
as defined in Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council71 on their territory to make 
publicly available all geological data 
relating to production sites that have been 
decommissioned or whose 
decommissioning has been notified to the 
competent authority. 

(c) For the purposes of point (a), the data 
shall include at least the information 
requested in the Commission Notice on 
the Guidance to Member States for the 
update of the 2021-2030 National Energy 
and Climate Plans. 

2. By six months from the entry into force 
of this Regulation and each year 
thereafter, each Member State shall 
submit to the Commission a report 
describing: 

(a) CO2 capture projects in progress and 
an estimation of the corresponding needs 
for injection and storage capacities and 
CO2 transport; 

(b) CO2 storage and transport projects in 
progress on its territory, including the 
status of permitting under Directive 
2009/31/EC, expected dates for Final 
Investment Decision (FID) and entry into 
operation; 

(c) the national support measures that 
have and will be adopted to prompt 
projects referred to in points (a) and (b); 

(d) the national support measures to 
ensure that the CO2 storage and 
transport projects respect the principles 
of third-party access, ownership 
unbundling, non-discriminatory tariffs 
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and transparency, as defined in Directive 
2009/73/EC; 

(f) bilateral agreements made to facilitate 
cross-border transportation of CO2. 

3. Should the report referred to in 
paragraph 2 show that no CO2 storage 
projects are in progress on their territory, 
Member States shall report on plans to 
facilitate the decarbonisation of industrial 
sectors faced with unavoidable CO2 
emissions. This should include cross-
border transport of CO2 to storage sites 
located in other Member States, as well 
as CO2 utilisation projects.  
 

Justification 

Some key EU industrial sectors are faced with unavoidable CO2 emissions as part of their 

production processes, making carbon capture an indispensable technology for their 

decarbonisation. Where Member States are unable to develop CO2 storage capacity, they 

should plan for ways to transport CO2 in storage facilities in neighbouring Member States 

or Carbon Capture and Utilisation projects. In addition, It is critical that the CO2 storage 

infrastructure (both storage and transport) respects the principles of the third energy 

package, to offer to customers fair market access conditions. 

 

 

Article 18 
 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

[…] 

5. To meet their targeted volumes of 
available injection capacity, entities 
referred to in paragraph 1 can do any of 
the following:  

(a) develop CO2 storage projects alone or 
in co-operation; 

[…] 

5. To meet their targeted volumes of 
available injection capacity, entities 
referred to in paragraph 1 can do any of 
the following:  

(a) develop CO2 storage projects alone or 
in co-operation; 
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(b) enter into agreements with other 
entities referred to in paragraph 1; 

(c) enter into agreements with third party 
storage project developers or investors to 

fulfil their contribution. 

[…] 

(b) enter into agreements with other 
entities referred to in paragraph 1, thereby 
considering the overall aim of increasing 
regional storage capacity across the EU; 

(c) enter into agreements with third party 
storage project developers or investors to 

fulfil their contribution. 

The CO2 infrastructure projects should 
respect the principles of third-party 
access, ownership unbundling, non-
discriminatory tariffs and transparency, 
as defined in Directive 2009/73/EC. 

[…] 

 

Justification 

It is critical that the CO2 storage infrastructure (both storage and transport) respects the 

principles of the third energy package, to offer to customers fair market access conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 10 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

[…] 

2. Member States shall recognise as net-

[…] 

2. Member States shall recognise as net-
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zero strategic projects CO2 storage 
projects that meet the following 
cumulative criteria: 

(a) the CO2 storage site is located in the 
territory of the Union, its exclusive 
economic zones or on its continental shelf 
within the meaning of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS); 

(b) the CO2 storage project contributes to 
reaching the objective set out in Article 18; 

(c) the CO2 storage project has applied for 
a permit for the safe and permanent 
geological storage of CO2 in accordance 
with Directive 2009/31/EC. 

zero strategic projects CO2 capture 
projects, CO2 transportation projects, and 
CO2 storage projects that meet the 
following criteria: 

(a) for CO2 storage projects, the CO2 
storage site is located in the territory of 
the Union, its exclusive economic zones or 
on its continental shelf within the meaning 
of the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS); 

(b) for CO2 storage projects, the CO2 
storage project contributes to reaching the 
objective set out in Article 18; 

(c) for CO2 storage projects, the CO2 
storage project has applied for a permit for 
the safe and permanent geological storage 
of CO2 in accordance with Directive 
2009/31/EC. 

(d) for CO2 carbon capture and transport 
projects, the projects aims to capture, 
transport and store the CO2 in a CO2 
storage project identified in points (a), (b) 
and (c). 
 

Justification 

It is critical that the short permitting deadlines for carbon capture projects apply throughout 

the value chain, covering both the transport and the capture of CO2, in addition to storage. 

This is in particular relevant for industries dealing with unavoidable process emissions.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 3 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

[…] 

(f) ‘permit granting process’ means a 
process covering all relevant 
administrative permits to plan, build, 
expand and operate net-zero technology 
manufacturing projects, including building, 
chemical and grid connection permits and 
environmental assessments and 
authorisations where these are required, 
and encompassing all administrative 
applications and procedures from the 
acknowledgment of the validity of the 
application to the notification of the 
comprehensive decision on the outcome 
of the procedure by the responsible 
national competent authority; 

[…] 

(f) ‘permit granting process’ means a 
process covering all relevant 
administrative permits to plan, build, 
expand and operate net-zero technology 
manufacturing projects, including building, 
chemical and grid connection permits and 
environmental assessments and 
authorisations where these are required, 
and encompassing all administrative 
applications and procedures from the 
receipt of the project application to the 
national competent authority until the 
notification of the comprehensive decision 
on the outcome of the procedure by the 
responsible national competent authority; 
 

Justification 

It is critical that the short permitting deadlines apply throughout the entire application 

process. Before the “acknowledgement of the (final) application”, competent authorities 

request a lot of additional document and discussions, delaying the process for several 

months and years. Projects require an overall deadline starting from the initial submission of 

the project application including potential requests for further documentation. 

 

 

Article 4 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

 
(new) 

X. The national competent authority shall 
specify and make available the detailed 
requirements and extent of information 
requested of a project developer before 
the permit-granting process commences. 
It shall also specify the maximum time 
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required to come to a final decision. 
 

Justification 

The Commission seeks to ensure that the permit-granting process is facilitated, but it is also 

necessary to ensure that project developers are not obstructed by delay or burdensome 

procedures from commencing the process. 

 

Article 6 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

[…] 

No later than one month following the 
receipt of the permit-granting application, 
competent authorities shall validate the 
application or, if the project promoter has 
not sent all the information required to 
process an application, request the project 
promoter to submit a complete application 
within fourteen days from that request. The 
date of the acknowledgement of the validity 
of the application by the national competent 
authority referred to in Article 4(1) shall 
serve as the start of the permit granting 
process. 

[…] 

No later than one month following the 
receipt of the permit-granting application, 
competent authorities shall validate the 
application or, if the project promoter has 
not sent all the information required to 
process an application, request the project 
promoter to submit a complete application 
within fourteen days from that request. The 
date of the acknowledgement of the initial 
receipt of the application by the national 
competent authority referred to in Article 
4(1) shall serve as the start of the permit 
granting process. 

Justification 

It is critical that the short permitting deadlines apply throughout the entire application 

process. Before the “acknowledgement of the (final) application”, competent authorities 

request a lot of additional document and discussions, delaying the process for several 

months and years. Projects require an overall deadline starting from the initial submission of 

the project application including potential requests for further documentation. 

 

Article 7 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

[…] 

Where an environmental impact assessment 
must be carried out in accordance with 
Articles 5 to 9 of Directive 2011/92/EU, the 
project promoter concerned shall request an 
opinion to the competent authority referred 
to in Article 4 on the scope and level of 
detail of the information to be included in 
the environmental impact assessment report 
pursuant to Article 5(1) of that Directive. The 
national competent authority shall ensure 
that the opinion referred to in the first 
subparagraph is issued as soon as possible 
and within a period of time not exceeding 30 
days from the date on which the project 
promoter submitted its request. 

[…] 

Where an environmental impact assessment 
must be carried out in accordance with 
Articles 5 to 9 of Directive 2011/92/EU, the 
project promoter concerned shall request an 
opinion to the competent authority referred 
to in Article 4 on the scope and level of 
detail of the information to be included in 
the environmental impact assessment report 
pursuant to Article 5(1) of that Directive. The 
national competent authority shall ensure 
that the opinion referred to in the first 
subparagraph is issued as soon as possible 
and within a period of time not exceeding 14 
days from the date on which the project 
promoter submitted its request. 

Justification 

In line with Article 4, national competent authority shall specify and make available the 

detailed requirements and extent of information requested of a project developer before the 

permit-granting process commences. Therefore, project-specific changes should be made 
available within a period of 2 weeks. 

 
 

 

coordinate EU and national funding and ensure their better and more targeted use for the 
fast-track deployment of net zero strategic technology projects including CCUS. A particular 
focus should be put on the use of national ETS revenues.  
 

 

 

Article 15 
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

Coordination of financing 

1. The Net-Zero Europe Platform as 
established in Article 28 shall discuss 
financial needs and bottlenecks of net-zero 
strategic projects, potential best practices, 
in particular to develop EU cross-border 
supply chains, notably based on regular 
exchanges with the relevant industrial 
alliances. 

2. The Net-Zero Europe Platform shall, at 
the request of the net-zero strategic 
project promoter, discuss and advise on 
how the financing of its project can be 
completed, taking into account the funding 
already secured and considering at least 
the following elements: 

(a) additional private sources of financing; 

(b) support through resources from the 
European Investment Bank Group or other 
international financial institutions 
including the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development; 

(c) existing Member State instruments and 
programmes, including from national 
promotional banks and institutions; 

(d) relevant Union funding and financing 
programmes. 

Coordination of financing 

1. The Net-Zero Europe Platform as 
established in Article 28 shall discuss 
financial needs and bottlenecks of net-zero 
strategic projects, the use of national ETS 
revenues to advance strategic net zero 
technology projects, potential best 
practices, in particular to develop EU 
cross-border supply chains, notably based 
on regular exchanges with the relevant 
industrial alliances. 

2. The Net-Zero Europe Platform shall, at 
the request of the net-zero strategic 
project promoter, discuss and advise on 
how the financing of its project can be 
completed, taking into account the funding 
already secured and considering at least 
the following elements: 

(a) additional private sources of financing; 

(b) support through resources from the 
European Investment Bank Group or other 
international financial institutions 
including the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development; 

(c) existing Member State instruments and 
programmes, including from national 
promotional banks and institutions; 

(d) relevant Union funding and financing 
programmes. 

3. The Commission shall propose to the 
Council and Parliament no later than 31 
December 2024 means of coordinating 
the various sources of public funding for 
net-zero strategic projects from the EU 
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and Member States with the object of 
accelerating their deployment. 
 

Justification 

At the moment, EU and national funding is distributed via multiple instruments with different 

scope and conditions. The often cited U.S. IRA makes use of a single programme distributing 

support via tax breaks. While the same system cannot be mirrored in the EU, it would be an 

advantage to streamline the current systems and apply more harmonised criteria.  
 

 

 
Annex 1 

 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment 

STRATEGIC NET-ZERO TECHNOLOGIES 

1 Solar photovoltaic and solar thermal 

technologies 

2 Onshore wind and offshore renewable 

technologies 

3 Battery/storage technologies 

4 Heat pumps and geothermal energy 

technologies 

5 Electrolysers and fuel cells 

6 Sustainable biogas/biomethane technologies 

7 Carbon Capture and storage (CCS) 

technologies 

8 Grid technologies 

 

STRATEGIC NET-ZERO TECHNOLOGIES 

1 Solar photovoltaic and solar thermal 

technologies 

2 Onshore wind and offshore renewable 

technologies 

3 Battery/storage technologies 

4 Heat pumps and geothermal energy 

technologies 

5 Electrolysers and fuel cells 

6 Sustainable biogas/biomethane technologies 

7 Carbon Capture and storage (CCS) 

technologies 

8 Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) 

technologies 
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9 Grid technologies 

 

 

Justification 

Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) is a critical technology, both to decarbonise hard-to-

abate industries and also support climate mitigation in critical sectors such as transport or 

chemicals. It should be recognised as a Strategic Net Zero technology. 
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Clonbio Group Ltd 
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Cork Chamber of Commerce 
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DHL 
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Eyrefield Energy Ltd 

A Chara, 

We write to you today to discuss an issue of critical national and global importance: the 

energy transition necessary to address climate change, sea level rise, and the urgent 
need to reach net zero emissions. Achieving these targets requires maintaining political 
support and demonstrating to our citizens that these changes will create jobs and 
economic prosperity for our nation. 

Recent geopolitical events, including the conflict in Ukraine, have exposed our energy 
vulnerabilities and highlighted the strategic importance of energy security. As a nation 
on the periphery of Europe with substantial wind resources, Ireland is uniquely 
positioned to contribute to the European power market where current models are 
faltering. 

Transitioning to carbon neutrality will make carbon dioxide a critical commodity, affecting 
the prices of livestock, gasoline, transportation, and electricity. In addition, this new 
economic landscape will give nations and corporations a competitive edge depending on 
their carbon dioxide pricing and disposal policies. 

Given these considerations, we urge the government to critically examine its regulatory 
support for industries that generate carbon offsets. This includes support for Carbon 
Capture Storage, Direct Air Capture, and Carbon Neutral Fuels. These technologies, 
while energy-intensive, hold the potential for innovation and cost reduction with sufficient 

support and investment. 

Our concern lies in the scenario where our main trading partners, the USA, Norway, and 
the UK, become the leaders in carbon removal technology, new carbon industries, and 
employment creation in the coming 5-10 years. Should this happen, will Ireland have to 
reduce its agricultural output to meet climate targets or depend on carbon credits and e-
fuels from these countries? 

We strongly encourage the government to consider the following points to address these 
concerns and seize the opportunity to lead in a carbon-neutral future: 

1. Implement a comprehensive certification process that recognises and supports 
lifecycle analysis and permanent removal of CO2 technologies. This will ensure that 
the only viable compensation for fossil fuel use is the permanent disposal of CO2. 

2. Establish policies to support first-of-a-kind facilities and technologies. For example, 
measures like government carbon price subsidies, similar to the 45Q in the US, 
could incentivise the development of these technologies and attract investment. 

3. Integrate carbon removal technologies into compliance markets. Currently, these 
technologies struggle to operate competitively within Europe's regulatory and 
voluntary carbon markets. For instance, EU Emissions Trading Schemes may not 
incentivise greenhouse gas removals. 



Public Consultation on the Net-Zero Industry Act Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—— 
47 

4. Put systems and frameworks in place to facilitate CO2 transportation and storage. 
This will require significant infrastructure development and updated regulations. 

5. Implement national policies to ensure that excess energy from renewables is used 
by local industries at competitive tariff rates, benefiting Irish businesses and the local 
economy. 

We posit that countries with carbon-efficient economies will gain competitive advantages 
in the export of goods, food, and materials, by not keeping pace with countries like the 
USA and the UK, Europe and Ireland risk becoming dependent on foreign technology 
and carbon credits, leading to economic disadvantages and energy security issues. 

In conclusion, we urge the government to prioritise and implement strategies that ensure 
our citizens' better standard of living and lifestyle. The long-term success and 
acceptance of decarbonisation measures hinge upon the promise of prosperity that 
accompanies the protection of our planet. 

Your attention to this important matter is greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Colm Lynch on behalf of Eyrefield Energy Ltd   
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Hydrogen Ireland 
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IBEC 
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Irish Bioenergy Association (IrBEA) 
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Mercury Renewables 
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RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd 
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Research Lecturer - UCC 

I am writing to you in order to express my support on Pillar 2 –Accelerating CO2 capture.  

I am the only female academic in Ireland working in the area of Carbon Capture and Direct 

Air Capture and I have been highlighting the importance of carbon capture for Ireland since 

2016.  

Please find the link to my RTE brainstorm article about Carbon Capture:  

https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2023/0413/1376589-7-things-you-should-know-about-carbon-

capture/ 

I am attaching a link to one of my publications in relation to the importance of Direct Air 

Capture for Ireland:  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352484722016389  

I am more than happy to discuss with you how Carbon Capture could be implemented 

effectively in Ireland.  

Kind regards, 

Elena 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Elena Tsalaporta BE ME PhD 

Lecturer and Principal Investigator 

Director of the Sustainability Summer School & Chair of the SoE Internationalization Committee 

School of Engineering & Architecture | Process & Chemical Engineering | Environmental Research Institute  

University College Cork, Ireland 
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