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Const ant change needed in science education
- | CSTlI st at enent

Al'l science subjects in second | evel schools should be
subject torolling reviews, with specified tinmescales for
i npl enenti ng changes, according to a statenent fromthe
Irish Council for Science Technol ogy and I nnovation

(1 CSTl).

The Council al so proposes that curricul um devel opnent and
exam nation and assessnent, currently divided between a
statutory agency and a governnent departnent, should be
brought together under one roof "in order to ensure

consi stency of objectives".

| CSTI expresses its concern that innovations in the content
and net hods of science teaching may not be fully reflected
in the manner in which pupils are assessed. It underlines
that "science and technology are at the heart of issues in
everyday life. The school system nmust reflect this changing
envi ronnment by maki ng changes to courses and processes at
an appropriate rate".

The I CSTI statenent, Science in Second Level Schools, is
rel eased today (Monday 22 Novenber) in the context of
continuing concern over the falling proportions of Leaving
Certificate students taking physics and chem stry. The
Counci | acknow edges the initiatives being taken by the

M ni ster for Education to address this problem but

concl udes that nore needs to be done to nmake science

subj ects nore relevant and attracti ve.



| CSTI urges that nore enphasis should be given to the
applications of science and to the social and historical
contexts of science. It also calls for new incentives to
attract physical sciences graduates to teaching, a
programe of investnent in schools |aboratories, and
expansi on of the range of professional devel opnment courses
for science teachers.

"I CSTI has said forcibly that the falling nunbers of
Leaving Certificate students taking physics and chem stry
represent a threat to Ireland' s ability to develop as a
know edge- based society. Changes are urgently needed in the
design, delivery and assessnent of science courses in order
to reverse this decline. This I CSTI statenent, Science in
Second Level Schools, nmaps out sone of the pathways to
maki ng the necessary changes,"” Dr Wl sh sai d.

The |1 CSTI statenment cones shortly before a mgjor
conference, Science Education in Crisis, taking place at
the Royal Dublin Society on 1 Decenber. Speakers at the
conference wll include Dr Ed Wal sh, chairman of the Irish
Council for Science Technol ogy and I nnovation, who wll
del i ver the keynote address.
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