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What is Green Public Procurement?

» Green Public Procurement (GPP) is defined as: a process whereby public bodies seek to
procure goods, services and works with a reduced environmental impact throughout their
life cycle when compared to goods, services and works with the same primary function that
would otherwise be procured

 GPP is widely recognised as a vital policy lever to achieving environmental objectives

* In Ireland public bodies (excluding utilities) spend an estimated €18.5 billion a year on
goods, services and works. This is around 10% to 12% of Ireland’s GDP. Large purchasing
power gives the public sector significant influence to stimulate the creation and provision of
more resource-efficient, less polluting goods, services and works within the marketplace



Green Public Procurement Policy and Guidance Journey

An Rainn Caiteachais
Phoibli agus Athchirithe
Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform

Green Tenders

Ref: OGPPOD02/013/2019

18 October 2018

G R E E N To Heads of Departments*
Circular 20/2015: Promoting the use of Environmental and Social Considerations in Public
PROCUREMENT

Guidance for the Public Sector A Dhuine Uasall,

An Action Plan on Green Public Procurement

The purpose of this Circular is to promote the wider use of environmental and social
considerations in public procurement with specific regard 1o the Climate Action Plan 2019°

specifically, the Circuler

Instructs Departments to consider including green criteria in public procurement

processes in the following circumstances where

clearly defined, quantifiable, verifisble and measurable criterla have been

developed by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and

Environment and are relevant to the specific procurement process; and

the cost can be met within a Department’s existing budget without

impacting on service delvery.

Informs that the Dep: of ¢ Climate Action

and Environment and the Office of Government Procurement (OGP} will support

the implementation process to ensure that Green PUbIic Procurement bacomes

partof the mainstream public pracurement pracess

Requires Departments to Incorporate relevant green procurement measures into

their planning and reporting cycles.

Highlights the possinilities for Departments to deliver wider social and

environmental aims through public pracurement. In this regard, public bodies are

encouraged to engage with the OGP to use frameworks which include relevant

social and environmental considerstions.

Draws the attention of Departments to the cross-departmental Social

Considerations Advisory Group which aims to promote and fadilitate the
Be of social including

into public procurement projects.

o

Cantext

The Government has decided that proposals on the implementation of Green Public
Procurement will be developed by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and
Environment and the OGP. This decision recognises that the public service must demonstrate
its commitment to sustainable development and use its influence to persuade others of the

changes required to reduce its impact on the environment. The procurement of goods and G u i d ance Fo r t h e
*The term ‘Degartmer -
Public Sector

ncompasses Depariments and bodies under their asgis
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Green Public Procurement Commitments

. Rialtas na hEireann :
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Prog ramme Whole of Government

Circular Economy Strategy A Waste Action Plan for CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 2023
for Government 2022 - 2023 a Circular Economy CAP23
Our Shared Future Living More, Using Less

Ireland’s National Waste Palicy

Changing Ireland for the Better
2020-2025

Prepared by the Department of the

Pregared by the Department of
Environment, Climate and Communications Commuricatons, Chemate Acton and Envronment
govie povie
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New Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action
Plan

a
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* In March 2024, Government approved publication of

Buying Greener: Green Public Procurement Strategy and
Green Public : : :
Procurement Strategy Action Plan 2024-2027. Published on 4" April 2024.

and Action Plan
2024-2027
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Key Objectives of the GPP Strategy and Action Plan

Enhance GPP as a key tool for the Public Sector in helping Ireland’s transition to a sustainable,

circular and low carbon economy

Ensure GPP is a core and integral component of the public procurement process and associated

governance structures in Ireland

Set out measures to ensure that all procurement using public funds include green criteria, where

possible

Support further development of GPP criteria, enhance GPP knowledge and expertise and facilitate
Ireland’s participation in international collective efforts to use GPP as a lever for sustainable

production and consumption

Support market conditions needed to deliver sustainable and innovative solutions for GPP
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Key Areas of Focus and Actions on Green Public
Procurement (1)

Public Procurement Context, Legislative and Policy Context, Key GPP Developments

« Public Procurement Guidelines, Central Purchasing Arrangements, Corporate
Procurement Plans

« Circular Economy Strategy, Public Sector Climate Action, Local Authority Sector,
Commercial Semi-State Sector

« Government Circular 20/2019, National GPP Guidance Criteria, GPP Criteria Search

 GPP Implementation Mandate



1

Figure 1 - GPP Implementation Mandate

Include GPP criteria from national GPP guidance and criteria in published public
procurement tender documentation. Use https:/gpporiteria.gov.ie/

Use GPP criteria from other sources [e.g., EL GPP criteria) where national GPP
criteria is not available or where such criteria can augment national GPP criteria
that is already being used.

Use 'Minimum Environmental Criteria’' where no suitable national, EU GPP
criteria or other specific GPP guidance is available.

Consider the use of an innovative procurement procedure or the innovation
partnership to find goods, services, or works that meet your needs.

CDI’I‘IDW or If GPP t:l'l_tErlEl are nut |n|:_iudad in Prn-cu.lmment
) . ! . > where Mational GPP criteria are available, reasons
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National Green Public Procurement Guidance and Criteria

Guidance for the
Public Sector
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Road transport vehicles
and services

ICT products and services
(including data centres)

Food and catering services

Cleaning products and services

Building design, construction
and management (due to be
updated in 2024/5)

Furniture and related services

(new criteria set published in 2024)

Indoor and outdoor lighting
(including road lighting and
traffic signals)

Heating equipment (including
cogeneration, trigeneration
and heat pumps)

Energy-related products

(white goods/appliances, electronic

displays, vacuum cleaners)

Paper products and
printing services

Textile products and services
(including uniforms and laundry
services)




Green Public Procurement Criteria Search
https://gppcriteria.gov.ie/

/ﬁ‘ How ToUse  Leave Feedback

GPP Criteria Search

HOW TO USE GPP CRITERIA SEARCH:

Please see GPP Criteria Search before using this site to search for Green Public Procurement criteria.

Green Public Procurement (GPP) is public procurement with reduced impact on the environment compared to alternative solutions, GPP can help address environmental and climate
action objectives. GPP criteria facilitate the inclusion of green requirements and ambition in public procurement documents.

Search criteria using a keyword:

Select... hd

Or choose a sector:

Energy-related products Food and catering services Heating equipment

ICT products and services ndaor cleaning services Indoer and outdoor lighting

Office building design, construction and

Paper products and printing services Textile products and services
management

Road transpart vehicles and services
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https://gppcriteria.gov.ie/

Key Areas of Focus and Actions on Green Public
Procurement (2)

« GPP Verification

« GPP Training and Awareness

« GPP Monitoring and Reporting

« EU and International Partnerships

« Market Engagement, Networks and Knowledge Sharing
* Research and Innovation

« GPP Strategy and Action Plan Implementation - Monitoring, Evaluation and Review
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Sectoral/Product Actions and Targets

The Built Environment

Food Procurement and Food Waste

ICT Equipment

Textiles

Paper Products and Printing

Energy Related Products, Heating Equipment, Indoor and Outdoor Lighting
Indoor Cleaning Services

Road Transport Vehicles

Social Enterprise and Community Based Organisations

Reuse and Repair
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Thank you for your attention.

More information can be found at:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f81db-green-public-
procurement-strategy-and-action-plan-2024-2027/



https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f81db-green-public-procurement-strategy-and-action-plan-2024-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f81db-green-public-procurement-strategy-and-action-plan-2024-2027/
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