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Part 1

Criteria for Accreditation of a Research Organisation for the purposes of Council Directive 2005/71/EC

The criteria for accreditation of a research organisation
 for the purposes of Directive 2005/71/EC are as follows:

· The organisation is carrying out one or more defined research
 programmes; the programme or programmes are set out in one or more written statements containing objectives, tasks, timescales, staff resources, funding and projected outputs and outcomes;

· The research programme or programmes are within the scope of the functions of the organisation;

· The allocation of staff, facilities and financial resources to engage in the research programme or programmes has been approved by the research organisation; such approval to be given by the appropriate entity within the organisation with authority to allocate funding and staff to research programmes;

· The resources concerned have been or are in the process of being acquired.

Part 2

Terms and Conditions of Accreditation of a Research Organisation for the purposes of Council Directive 2005/71/EC

1. Subject to Paragraph 2, accreditation of a research organisation under this Scheme is valid for a period of 5 years from the date of accreditation certified in writing by the Innovation Research and Development Policy Unit of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

2. In the case of a research organisation which has not previously engaged in research, or of a private organisation which is involved in research as an ancillary activity to its main functions, the period of accreditation may be, at the discretion of the Innovation, Research and Development Policy Unit (IRDP Unit), for a period less than 5 years, having regard to the extent of the research programme described in the application for accreditation and the provisions of the Directive.

3. Prior to completion of a period of accreditation, a research organisation should submit a renewal application for accreditation for a further period if it wishes to maintain accreditation. Any renewal applications received after the expiry date of existing certification shall, if renewal criteria are met
, be back-dated to the date of expiry of the last accreditation in force.
(i)
An accredited research organisation wishing to host a researcher in accordance with EC Directive 2005/71/EC shall conclude a hosting agreement with the researcher in the Host Agreement form
 available from the EURAXESS Ireland office operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA), subject to compliance with the conditions specified in Article 6.2 of the Directive.

(ii)
An accredited research organisation shall maintain an up-to-date documentary record of each hosting agreement entered into with a researcher under this Scheme, including a signed copy of the hosting agreement. A certified copy of each hosting agreement shall be sent by the research organisation to the EURAXESS Ireland Office (formerly the Researchers’ Mobility Office) operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA), which will maintain a database of all Hosting Agreements. EURAXESS Ireland will enter details of each Hosting Agreement into the Hosting Agreement database, as determined by the Department of Justice and Equality.  The Department of Justice and Equality has online access to the IUA database (via Extranet) for the purpose of verifying Hosting Agreements.

(iii) A Hosting Agreement shall automatically lapse when the researcher is not admitted into the State or when the legal relationship between the researcher and the research organisation is terminated. 
(iv) A research organisation shall notify EURAXESS Ireland of any occurrence likely to prevent implementation of a hosting agreement. Such notification will be noted by EURAXESS Ireland on the database sheet referred to in sub-paragraph (ii).


(vi)
A research organisation shall notify EURAXESS Ireland of the expiry or termination of a hosting agreement and EURAXESS Ireland will update the database referred to in sub-paragraph (ii) accordingly. 

(vii) Where a research programme, the subject of a Hosting Agreement is terminated whether prematurely or otherwise, notwithstanding that the Hosting Agreement has not expired, the research organisation shall notify EURAXESS Ireland who will update the database, referred to in sub-paragraph (ii), accordingly.

(viii) A research organisation shall notify EURAXESS Ireland of any change of point of contact from within their organisation, used in the process of acquiring accreditation as a Host Organisation or, with regard to Hosting Agreements held.
4. The research organisation shall allocate to each hosting agreement entered, a unique identifying alphanumeric reference code in the form ABC 111. This reference code shall consist of an alphabetic code identifying the research organisation, allocated by the IRDP Unit upon accreditation, and a number identifying the individual hosting agreement. 

5. A research organisation shall not, by any act or omission, knowingly use this Scheme to facilitate the entry into the State of any person, otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of the Directive.

6. A research organisation accredited under this Scheme shall, on request by the Department of Justice and Equality, an Garda Siochana, or the Department of Businesss, Enterprise and Innovation, provide copies of a Hosting Agreement and any other relevant documentation to the requesting body. The research organisation shall comply with any request by EURAXESS Ireland for any further information or documentation, for the purposes of processing the Hosting Agreement.  The organisation shall also facilitate access to its offices and documentation by officers of the Innovation and Investment Division, Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, (D/BEI) or any other body authorised by D/BEI, for the purposes of auditing compliance with the conditions of this Scheme.

7. Where a research organisation fails to comply with the requirements for or conditions of accreditation, the D/BEI may withdraw accreditation, having regard to the circumstances. Before withdrawing accreditation, the D/BEI will give the research organisation an opportunity to make observations on the grounds for withdrawal. The D/BEI will make a decision on withdrawal, having regard to the objectives and provisions of the Directive and having considered the observations.  

* OJ L 289, 3.11.2005


� ‘Research organisation’ means any public or private organisation which conducts research and which has been approved for the purposes of Council Directive 2005/71/EC by a Member State in accordance with the latter's legislation or administrative practice.


� ‘Research’ means creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications.


� Completed renewal application form & signed letter confirming criteria and circumstances have not changed.


� The Host Agreement application form is also available from IRDP division of DBEI for informational purposes only and once completed by an accredited Research Organisation, should be sent directly to EURAXESS Ireland office for processing. The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation do not retain any such records.






